
DOES ACTING IN CHRISTIAN LOVE ALWAYS MEAN 

ACTING IN SUCH A WAY THAT 110 ONE IS HURT? 

Examine and discuss the process by which you measure the risks of personal 
suffering involved in an act and the possible benefits to self and to others 
resulting from that act. Discus s situations in which you yourselves have been 
involved, or select one or two of the situations on this page for analysis. 
As you ~xamlne a situation, a tt~mpt to answer questions such as these: 

How might you respond to this situa tion? For each response you suggest, 
answer these questions: 

What risks would you be taking by r es ponding this way? 
~~o e l se might suffer as a result of this response? 
Wha t benefits might come t o yourself andlor to others from 

this r esponse? 
Are the possible benef i ts wor th t he risk? Why??? 
Does ac ting in Christ i an l OVe al ways mEaD acting in such a 

way that no one 1s hurt ? Your reasons-

You are drivi ng alone aZong a busiJ highuJay on a aold;, rainy night . You ar'~ 
already tate f or a very impor t ant appointmant , an appoi ntment that couZd change 
yOUI' li fe dIoaaticaZly. Suddenly ., the oar ahead of you swerves on the rain
S Zi~lU1J}Qllumt 8kids.Jp:·oodside~ then smashes t~h ~ retaining fence., 
dotu-n a small guUy" and Lands upside doon in a shalla.; ereek . As you s tOfJ your 
Car' you can watch thB s eene beZow, you see the drivel' of the car strugg l ing to 
apen the door and you notice smoke and f'lames begi nning to li ck out frem the 
sides of the car hood. You have a sovere heart condition; unnecessary atruin 
could relult in a hCaI't attack. 

NN# 
One of your best fPicnde telephones you to say that hi s son i s being held in 
~A8tody" t he resu l t of his thi~ arrBst i n ~o years. You kr~ that the 
boy has a hi story of petty thieve~d , broken promises ., and gross disrespect for 
his parents . You a l.so 10ww that he is t erTifip,f of going to j aiZ and hos often 
said he would do anythi719 to avoid bei719 . joi lari. You friend begs you to post 
the $5000 bail required to sct his son free until his tri al. You have $5000 
t hat you saved over a period of fifteen years for the educat i on of your two 
chi ldren., nD'~ in high school. . 

H#H 
Living next door t o you is a coupl e with two BmalL children . YO'"" have gl'Ofl)n 
quite friendZy with this ooupZe and haVe noted that they are i ntenseZy proud 
of their chiLdren, love t hem de~pZy , and c~ for them conscientiouBly- -most 
of t he time . You have also noted that this couple has a tendency t o drink 
heavily on Friday evenings and to spend the weekends intoxicated . During these 
weekends" the chitdren are general ly negZected and oft en physi ca lly abused by 
thei r parents . You noti f i ed the authorities of this condition some months 
ago, arui. the coupl.e was IJal'ned t hat if thei r weekends of intoxiccIti on did not 
cease, th.3 children woutd be taken from them. The coup le t r ied hen-d, but in the 
tast mont h, you hav~ noticed t hat thay have reverted to their f ormer practice . 
This past weakQnd, t hc ahi~n Were again physica Lly abused by thei r drwnken 
parents , although by MOnday afternoon the parents appeared genuinely repent
ant and seemed sincere i n lavi8hir~ love and care on their chi~en. 


